Newsletter April 2025

From the Chair

It's that time of year again when the
evenings are longer and Spring is well established.
It is also the start of the Guild year and we have a
great programme of events coming up, all thanks to
the hard work of our retiring Programme Secretary,
Pippa. There will be opportunities to learn new
skills and develop those that we already have, and
to hear from experts.

Spring makes me think about starting new
projects, even though there are several still in
progress. At the De-stash Sale in January, |
acquired a Louet Erica 4-shaft loom and I'm looking
forward to finding out what | can produce from it. |
really like the idea of making enough fabric to make
a garment from my own hand spun yarn. At this
stage | have some yarn so watch this space ....

Right now, I'm looking forward to my annual
trip to Wonderwool at the end of April. Every year |
leave home saying “I don’t need anything. I'll just
go and have a lovely day” but | always manage to fill
my rucksack (and several other bags) with yarn,
fibre and other bits & pieces that | just had to have.
A lovely part of the trip is bumping into other
members, comparing purchases and sharing
recommendations. See you there?

Kate

Recent meetings
AGM (March meeting)

Pippa Purnell, Pauline Travis, Janet
Farnsworth and Liz Mitchell were warmly thanked
for their time as Programme Secretary, Catering
Manager, Outside Events Manager and temporary
Secretary respectively. They were each rewarded
with a gift and a card from the members. Sue
Greenwood was elected as Secretary and Felicity
Record and Karin Piggott were elected as
Programme Secretaries. Angela Pawlyn was also
elected as a general committee member, and will
continue to produce the newsletter.

Kate Gardener, Mike Foster, Liz Roberts,
Anne Hughes, and Sarah Allan were re-elected to
continue in their current role.

Spinning Surgery (February)

Isobel came with a wheel and a box of wool
that she had been given. She thought neither had
been touched for years. Sally got Sarah to look at
the wheel and oil it and then Isobel and | tweaked it
a bit and tried to spin her rolags. Although they were

not sticky, they were not a good choice for a

beginner so | gave her some of the fleece Sarah

gave me for outside events, and she got on well.
Unfortunately, she has lots of boxes of

rolags and they may all
be difficult to spin now. |
have advised her to
have another session
with me and then to ask
Lyn Wymer or
Jacqueline Smee for a
spinning session as it is
always good to get
different teachers and
see different styles of
spinning.

| Janet Farnsworth

A member, who had not spun for a while,
asked for suggestions to remind her how to spin.
We talked about what she remembered, which led
on to adapting her spinning position to make it less
tiring.

We also worked on her treadling rhythm, to
keep up a steady, reasonably paced speed, and
how to build up muscle memory and strength by
short, daily practice.

We discussed comfortable positions for her
hands, looked at different methods of drafting the
fibre, including pre drafting to help the fibres slide
more easily over each other. We explored the best
position for her to hold her fibre and how to change
her lead draft hand when she became tired.

| found it an interesting couple of hours
considering the mechanics of how we spin, the
affect it has on our bodies and how to make
accommodations to enable us to enjoy our craft.

Jaqueline Smee

Stash Sale (January)
Once again it was a busy day. The total taken was
£902.45, of which the Guild took £194.49 with a

g_ombination of commission and donations."




Hello from the Sales Table

Emma and Helen are your new sales table
team. Please be patient with us as we learn to fill
Sarah'’s footsteps!

We think it's a great place to move on the
things that are no longer useful to you, and for
finding the things you never knew you needed!!
Help us in raising Guild funds by bringing in
anything you no longer need.

Workshop on 6™ April with Wendy Usher.
Creating Clothes and Accessories from your
own Woven Fabric.

I was lucky enough to take part in this very
inspiring workshop on Sunday alongside some of
our very talented members who brought along some
of their beautiful handwoven cloth to work with.
Some even wore examples of their own handmade
garments too.

A

We had visitors
from three other
local guilds join
with us, so it was
really great for
bringing people
together.
Including Wendy
Usher, members
from five guilds
were present.

In the morning, Wendy showed us lots of
varied examples of her work, ranging through
jackets to bags, and | particularly liked some lovely
little covered note books. Generously sharing her
making methods, together we explored many
examples and different possibilities.

Sarah was in charge of the hammer, as we explored
options of different poppers and their usefulness.
Helen Allen

Guild Demonstration at Hill End Open Day in
April

: : ket g
Weaving on cardboard looms with Sarah and Karin
was extremely popular.

The Guild will also be Demonstrating at:

The Ffennell Festival, 7th June

Bloxham Steam Rally, 28th June,

West Oxford Fun Day, 12th July

Rollright Stones Open Day, 25th August

Contact Janet on events@oxfordwsd.org.uk if you
would like to be involved.

Talk about Flax

| went to Kennet Valley Guild in February to
hear a talk by Simon Cooper of Flaxland.
https://www.flaxland.co.uk He covered lots of
interesting material in his ninety minute talk. In the
January 2024 Newsletter, Felicity wrote about his
work when she attended a two-day workshop with
Simon and Ann at their centre in Stroud.

| was particularly interested about promoting
the use of linen in sails. It was the only material
available until cotton was imported from the
Americas. | confess to not thinking about what
dinghy sails were made from in my sailing days.
Simon said that linen could be a problem if they
were stored wet.

| was also left thinking about how the stages
of producing linen from flax were developed over
the ages. It seems quite likely that retting was
developed after a basket woven from flax was left in
a wet place and softened. | wonder how they
worked out about breaking, scutching and hackling?

Angela Pawlyn

Show and Tell

Kate bought a 4shaft
loom at the De-stash
Sale in January. “I put
a narrow warp on it
using a commercial
sock yarn and had a
play with different
patterns and yarns. |
learned some things
along the way and
now feel ready to do a
more intentional piece
of weaving that will
have a purpose, other than being a practice piece”



mailto:events@oxfordwsd.org.uk
https://www.flaxland.co.uk/

Some weaving samples
Felicity Record had woven
on a tiny loom called a
Boommini . She sorted
hand-spun yarn into colours
and then plyed it.

Felicity’s lovely warm neck cowl is a pattern by
Andrea Mowry called The Shift. It's really easy to

knit as the yarn is multicoloured and you only need

to use one colour
yarn for each of the
next two rows so
you don’t get
tangled up with 2
threads, which
makes the actual
Shift very
lightweight.

Jacqueline Smee’s Art
Yarn “It was part of a
journey of learning
new skills and wanting
to do something for
me. | enjoyed the
challenge of creating
this, from the start of
dyeing the fibre,
designing and playing
with the yarns, the
Saori ethos of
weaving, through to
4 Woven Bag sy, learning how to

iy construct this bag.”

Amanda Henrigues’s Alchemy

Alchemy is a medieval philosophy and early form of
chemistry whose aims were to change base metals
into gold. This piece is -

only “Trash to
Treasure” in concept.
The wools are various
hand-spun and the
metallic are bought
embroidery threads.
This piece is the initial
working out of the idea,
perhaps for later
development?

Amanda’s Felted Bag

Handspun “Speckle”
recycled fibre from
World of Wool. Knitted
and then felted in the
washing machine. The
metal bits are from The
Trimming Shop. The
strap is tablet-woven DK
cottons.

Guild programme

May 17™ Guild: Angie Parker is coming to give a
talk. She weaves rugs and textiles for lovers of
colour using the Krokbragd technique, She also
runs workshops from her base in Bristol.
https://www.instagram.com/angieparkertextiles/?hl=en

June 7™ and 8" Workshop

Improve Your Spinning Skills with experienced
spinner Amanda Hannaford. Basic spinning and
plying skills needed to attend, (Not suitable for
complete beginners.)

June 215 Guild

Have-A-Go Day: Drum Carding. Guild member Lyn
Wymer will give an informal explanation and
demonstration of how she uses a drum carder to
produce her beautiful colour mixes. Techniques are
also applicable to hand carding.

July 19 Guild
Have-A-Go Day: Sprang Guild member Anne

Hughes will show members how to make Sprang,
an ancient method of manipulating warp threads on
a frame to create fabric.

September 20" Guild

Establishing a Dye Garden with Claire Shovelton
Claire, from Studio EVIG natural dye company. She
will talk about how to establish a dye garden. She
will also bring seeds for sale.

October 18™ Guild

Being Creative with Your Stash

An inspiring and fun talk by Wendy Usher

on how to integrate your beautiful work into useful
items for yourself, gifts or to sell.

November 15" Guild

Cath Snape from Beechwood Crafts will give an ‘all
things spinning’ talk based on her book with Alison
Daykin ‘Inspired to Spin’.

November 16" Workshop

Colour Blending for Spinning. Cath Snape will be
showing how to use hand carders, drum carder, and
blending board.

December 20th Guild
Christmas lunch and the Chair’s Challenge.

Outside Events

26th—27th April
Wonderwool Wales

Until 22nd June
Tadek Beutlich: On and Off the Loom
Ditchling Museum of Art and Craft,


https://www.instagram.com/angieparkertextiles/?hl=en

Oxford Artweeks

Members of the Barn in Sandford are
participating in Artweeks. We are known as Oxford
Textile Collective and will be displaying our
weaving, Japanese Sashiko embroidery, patchwork
and knitting. Some items will be for sale.

We have been honoured by the loan of
Marion Owen’s tapestries for a retrospective
exhibition of her work. She was a member of the
Barn from the beginning and is greatly missed by all
of us, so we are delighted to show her work.

We are open from May 3rd -11th. 11am-
5pm. No 147 in the catalogue.
Manor House Barn, Rock Farm Lane, OX4 4YN

You can find the catalogue at
https://www.artweeks.org/festival

Angela is particularly looking forward to visiting the
Heritage and Rural Skills Centre, where one of the
exhibitors uses foraged fibres in textiles and
basketry.

Details and information on wider events can be
found at Journal Website Diary (journalwsd.org.uk)
and at

UK vyarn festivals: dates and details for 2025.
(beingknitterly.co.uk)

| visited ORINOCO Scrap store which is a CHARITY
shop devoted to all things sewing, needlework, craft,
art, felting with some garden utensils thrown in. It's
an Aladdin’s cave in Banbury in the High Street on
the left-hand side of the road nearly opposite Tesco
Express. It has a free table for children to sit and
make things out of cardboard, glue, paper, buttons
etc etc. | defy anyone to get out of there without
buying anything. | found a really nice pair of
needlework scissors for 50p. One of the managers
is a member of the Cotswold guild.

Felicity Record
There is also an Orinoco store at Templars Square
shopping centre in Cowley.

Committee

Kate Gardener - Chair

Sue Greenwood - Secretary -

Mike Foster - Treasurer

Felicity Record - Programme Secretary
Karin Piggott - Programme Secretary
Liz Roberts - Membership Secretary
Anne Hughes — Library, Website
Angela Pawlyn - Newsletter Editor
Sarah Allan

Other responsibilities

Lyn Wymer - Equipment

Emma Pilley and Helen Allen -Sales Table
Janet Farnsworth - Outside Events

From the Editor.

Many thanks for the contributions to this
newsletter. Please remember to send me a short
description of your Show and Tell items for future
newsletters.

The deadline for next issue is 6" July. No
need to wait until then to send me input. Please
email to newsletter@oxfordwsd.org.uk.
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