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From the Chair

As we enter the season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness, | am looking forward to taking on larger
projects that will keep me warm, both in their making
and eventual use. The longer evenings and cooler
temperatures tend to give us more time inside to be
creative. It could be a good opportunity to think
about your piece for this year’s Chair’'s Challenge:
Trash to Treasure.

There has been a suggestion from Jenny
and Felicity in the WhatsApp group for a session on
sharing ideas about using materials from our stash
rather than simply accumulating. This sounds like a
great idea to me and I'm looking for a couple of
volunteers to coordinate a day along these lines.
You don’t need to have the ideas, that's where we
can all contribute, but put together an outline for the
running of a day that can be added to our
programme for next year. Please let me know if you
are interested.

We learned more about spinning wheels
from Bob and Sarah at our July meeting. Lots of
different wheels to look at and some to try.
However, the key thing to remember to maintain
your wheel in good working order is to remove any
“gunge”. Ask Bob, he’ll tell you more!

Finally, | want reiterate my thanks to Diana
and Duncan for hosting the September meeting at
their farm. The weather wasn’t always kind but the
welcome was very warm. We learned about Diana’s
journey to produce beautiful yarn from her sheep.
Quite a lot came home with me! Thanks also to
Sarah and Chris for bringing along their fleece and
fibre. It always amazes me how different each one
feels.

Happy making Kate

Recent Events

July. All Things Spinning Wheel:

We had an amazing display of spinning
wheels mainly thanks to Sarah Allan. However, she
thinks they are just the tip of the spinning wheel
mountain.

Bob Field talked about maintaining spinning
wheels. The most important thing was to remove
GUNK (or Gunge) from all the moving parts using
white spirit on a cotton bud. (Gunk is "Filthy, sticky,
or greasy matter". Gunge is “an unpleasantly sticky
or viscous substance”).

He also talked about the damage that
changes in temperature or humidity can cause to
the wooden structure.

Sarah then talked about the different types
of wheels and their creators. She also discussed
some of the tricks of the trade in the way the wheels
can be used and other different ideas on how other
tools can be used in conjunction with the wheels for
ease of spinning. For example, a weaving spool
winder is helpful if you want to take spun yarn off of
a double drive wheel without removing bobbin. Also,
this can be a cheaper solution if a wheel only comes
with one bobbin.

Felicity Record had experienced the
problems with conditions which Bob highlighted.
She writes:

| have a old Ashford Traditional Wheel which
| bought in 1977. It has travelled around the country
with me and lived in garages, old cottages, barns
and more recently a centrally heated house in
Oxford. In the last year. | have demanded much
from it as | have taken it to Guild meetings and spun
for hours on it.

| am taking part in the Association’s
Foundation Certificate in Spinning and having
passed modules 1 and 2, | am now producing
“Skeins - Worsted and Woollen”. My wheel has
been put through the mill. At a recent guild meeting |
vented my frustration to Jacqui and Sue about the
fact that my worsted spinning was so inconsistent
that it would not pass. They gave me some brilliant
and tactful advice which was to go away and try with
a roving /BFL. | still had problems with varying
thickness etc.

Then Bob and Carole helped me out,
saying. “It's no wonder you can’t get consistent
spinning with a wheel that wobbles like that. We will
fix it!” The spokes were loose because they had
shrunk in the central heating, and the wheel did not



enjoy being taken abroad and to Guilds. Bob and
Carole tried to get the spokes out of the central hub
but it was impossible. So they glued each spoke in
place very carefully so that it was in line with the
others otherwise again it would wobble.

Bob has told me to keep oiling it as much as
possible and if the band gets loose to undo it and
retie it tight.

Rollright Stones (August)

The Rollright Stones are a neolithic stone
circle not far from Chipping Norton and they ran a
family day on the Bank Holiday Monday. Six of us
went to enjoy the day and demonstrate our crafts.

We also tried other crafts on display, so | did

dowsing for Iey line energy, and saw sunspots and

the corona of the sun with the astronomers next to
us. There was also a pole lathe turner, some
archaeologists, amateur radio buffs, a story teller, a
fortune teller and a stall selling crystals.

It is a stunning spot with fabulous views and

we were lucky with the weather. More interestingly,
the people who came to see us were fascinated by
what we did and what we knew. Everyone got
caught up in long conversations about weaving,
breeds of sheep, history, natural dyeing, technology
of spinning, you name it. Tim, with his subversive
distaff and drop spindle, Sandie with the great wheel
and Janet with an Ashford wheel made a visual
demonstration of how spinning progressed through
the ages. There were fewer children than at some
events but they all wanted to do weaving with
Sarah, two children came back at least 3 times.

Combe Mill Steaming Sunday (September)

Combe Mill is always fun, it's an event
aimed at adults so although there are children they
are in the minority, unlike retired engineers who
admire the simplicity of the spinning wheels’ design,
and appreciate the various technical leaps from
drop spindle, through the great wheel to an Ashford
wheel.

Although there are not as many children as
there could have been Sarah’s card weavings were
very popular. If anyone has yarn that they don’t
want, please could they donate it to outside events?

We also had several people interested in our
crafts, some C17 re-enactors, who thought Mike’s
Portland fleece was fabulous, and at least one
woman who was enthusiastic and intends to come
to meetings when she can.

I’m not sure anyone went round the Mill, this
time but it is fascinating, lots of big steam engines,
big clocks with their insides showing, and a forge.
Each exhibit has an enthusiast happy to explain it in
detail and sometimes there is an opportunity to try
blacksmithing. Another feature of Combe Mill
Steaming Sundays is the homemade cakes, which
are wonderful.

Janet Farnsworth

September meeting at Diana and Duncan’s
Farm: The Wensleydale Experience

We had an amazing day at Chilton Grounds
Farm for September’s Guild meeting, Diana gave us
a really interesting talk about the businesses she
and her husband Duncan run.




They have a high welfare flock of sheep
which include Wensleydale, Dorset and Zwarble
purebreds, with some lambs that have been bred to
be a mix for the resulting qualities of the wool. The
farm is run sustainably using no chemicals apart
from a necessary minimum for the animals. Lambs
are sheared in October to stop them getting stuck in
hedges! The Wensleydale lambs will produce 6 inch
staple wool and ewes 6 to 8 inch which is washed in
rainwater; fleeces soak for a whole week, with the
sun heating the water and cleaning the fleece
sustainably.

The clean fleece is sent to The Border Mill, a
small, family run fibre processing mill in the Scottish
Borders who spin and dye the wool in close
consultation with Diana, producing really beautiful
yarns in jewel box colours. The wool has a
percentage of rose stem fibre mixed into it (waste
from the rose hip syrup industry) which takes up dye
really well and enhances the colour, | don't think
many people left without buying hank or two. The
fibre is dyed in the fleece, not dip dyed, and all the
yarn is a mix of 3 or 4 colours plus a black, with the
colours mixed in combing. The colours are layered
on top of each other, combed, rolled and spun.
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During her talk Diana handed round a whole
host of things for us to look at and feel, both
combed and uncombed fleece and items beautifully
knitted by her to tempt us! As well as the yarn
business Diana and Duncan take their sheep to
livestock shows through the year and have won
many awards for their beautiful sheep, some of
whom were in a stall close by to say hello to.

Diana also finds time to run an interior furnishings
business. Donations to Diana’s de-stash material
from this business raised £210. The money will be
going to The Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Institution (RABI). It provides support for mental
health and financial help for those having a tough
time in the agricultural industry.

Pippa Purnell with input from Sarah

Fibre and yarn from Chris and Sarah’s
business Wychwood Spinner. It includes Bowmont
or Bowmont/Alpaca from Chris’s livestock which is
spun at Curlew Mill.

Table weaving Workshop with Anne Hughes

(October)

Anne had prepared warps for the six of us
who had not done her course in May. All the tablets
had been threaded with two colours so that diagonal
lines formed as we turned them forward several
times. The direction changed when we turned them
back.

Anne then showed us how to change the
pattern by adjusting the tablets. We were then able
to weave diamonds.

We spent the afternoon threading the tablets
to give the sheep pattern. Anne had prepared the
warp threads and organised them in groups of four
on a punched piece of card so we
had the correct colour for each
tablet. We went home hoping to see
sheep appear as we turned the
tablets forward four times and then
back four times.

Louise and Sam who had
done Anne’s course in May spent
the day planning and warping a
weave with pumpkins.

Many thanks to Anne.
Preparing all the warps must have
been time consuming. | was pleased
to find out about the basics of tablet
weaving. | wish | had remembered to
take more photos.

Pippa’s sheep appearing

Angela Pawlyn



Guild programme

239 November Guild: a talk by Liz Mitchell: How
Wool changed the Cotswolds

215t December Guild
Christmas meeting including Chair’s Challenge.

For those of you who are new to the Guild,
this is not a competition! It's a way of sharing your
skills and talent that have been inspired by the theme
of the challenge. It’s just a Show & Tell with a theme.

This year’s challenge, should you choose to
accept it, is to create something inspired by the
theme of Trash to Treasure. | have spent a lot of
time this year decluttering at home and with my
Mum. There were some surprising finds and it got
me thinking about what to do with some of the
things that had been discovered in cupboards and
drawers.

There is only one rule for the challenge: you
must use at least one of our core skills: spinning,
weaving and dyeing. Other than that, it is up to you,
as long as you can link it to the theme.

A few suggestions:

o something made from a Sales Table or De-

Stash Sale purchase;

¢ something made from found materials, along

the lines of the work created by Ellen Moore

who gave us a talk in April 2023. She used
waste materials to weave;

¢ something made from the leftovers of

another project that would otherwise be

wasted;

¢ something that symbolises a transformation

from Trash to Treasure

Your creation does not need to be finished, a
work in progress or an ideas board would also be
fantastic! The purpose is to challenge yourself and
be creative.

Your piece should be accompanied by a short
note with your name and what inspired your work.
It's also good to hear about any challenges that you
have encountered and how they have been
overcome, or not. Maybe someone else will be able
to come up with an answer.

I’'m looking forward to seeing where the theme
of Trash to Treasure will take you.

2025
January 17" Guild: De-stash sale organised by
Sarah and Kate

February 15" Guild: Possibly a showing of the
Nettle-dress film which Pauline Shelley has very
kindly given to the guild.

March 15" Guild: AGM. Note that Pippa will be
stepping down as programme secretary so we will
need a new volunteer. She will have arranged
things for next year so they will have time to get to
grips with 2026.

April 19t Guild: (Easter weekend). To be arranged.

May 17" Guild: Angie Parker
is coming to give a talk, using
slides and samples. She
weaves rugs and textiles for
lovers of colour using the
Krokbragd technique, She also
runs workshops from her base A
in Bristol. e
https://www.instagram.com/angieparkert

Dates to be confirmed:

Studio EVIG_coming to give us a talk about
creating a dye garden. They should have some
plants and seeds to sell. too.

https://www.studioevig.com/

A two-day spinning workshop run by
Amanda Hannaford. Day 1. Intentional spinning -
creating specific weight yarns for specific purposes.
Day 2. A yarn design day which covers creating art
yarns that are intentional rather than just creating
lumpy, bumpy spinning.

Wendy Usher will be coming from the
Northants Guild to run a workshop based around
using handwoven cloth for garments. Hopefully she
will also to give us a talk about using up your hand-
woven fabric for other projects. in addition to the
morning organised by a couple of members around
using up stash/hand woven yarn/hand dyed fibers
(also thc).

Anne Hughes will run a HAGD on Sprang in
November. Sprang is an ancient method of
constructing fabric that has a natural elasticity. Its
appearance is similar to netting, but unlike netting,
sprang is constructed entirely from warp threads.

Committee

Kate Gardener - Chair

Tim Chapman - Secretary

Mike Foster - Treasurer

Pippa Purnell - Programme Secretary
Liz Roberts - Membership Secretary
Pauline Travis - Catering

Anne Hughes - Library and Website
Sarah Allan - Sales Table

Janet Farnsworth - Outside Events
Felicity Record

Other responsibilities
Angela Pawlyn - Newsletter Editor
Lyn Wymer - Equipment

From the Editor.
Many thanks for the contributions to this
newsletter. | am sorry | could not use all the photos.
The deadline for next issue is 61" January.
No need to wait until then to send me input. Please
email to newsletter@oxfordwsd.org.uk.
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